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PRIORITY NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE OBIJECTIVES

(Effective 15 December 1559)

1. Pursuant to NSCID No. 1, paragraph 3, the following list of priority
national intelligence objectives is established as a guide for the coordina-~
tion of intelligence coilection and production in response to requirements
relating to the formulation and execution of natioral security policy.
This list replaces that contained in DCID 1/3 30 Snptember 1958 wh.xch
is hereby rescinded. ;

2. In accordance with the criteria set forth in Annex A, aJl iterms i
this listing are deemed to be critical national intelligenice factors requir-
ing priority attention and effort. Distinction is made, however, betweer,
three levels of priority within the general priority category. Order of
listing within these three groups is a matter of convenience in presenta~
tion and has no significance with respect. to the relative pr:onty of
specific items within the group.

3. Although a given subject may bz listed as a matier of priority, noi‘
every bit of information relating to it will be required with equal urgency
and some mzy be procurable by routine means. It is therefore incum-
bent upon reszarch personnel to exercise discrimination in allocating
analytical resources and in formulating information requirements so as -
to accord priority only to those aspects of thelisted subject which actually
require a priority research or collection effort. Sirsilarly, if speciic
collection and analytic facilities are inadequate to satisfy 2ll the require~
ments levied upon them, a determination of priority in their use will
have to be made, under tha general guidance of the PNIO’s buf in ’rekms

of specific operaticonal capabilities.

4. In order to afford a stable basis for intelligence plamring, thjs direc-

" tive is designed to remain valid over an extended pericd. It will be re~
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viewed annually, or on the request of any member of the United States
Intelligence Board. It is recognizad that urgent interim reqmrementv .
may arise requiring ad hoc treatment -
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REMAINDER OF TEXT EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE

' This Directive supersedes DCID No. 1/3 of 30 September 1958. \_\



