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DIRECTOR OF CENxRAL INTELLIGENCE DIRECTIVE NO. //,.x
PRIORITY NATIONAL_ INTELLIGENCE OBJECTIVES

(18 October 1333; /
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1. Pursuant to National Security Ceuncil Inte‘h’*encn Directive No. 4,
" parazraph 2, the following list of priority national intziligence objectives
is estzblished as a guide for the ccordination of intelligence collection
and producticn in response to requirernents relating te the formulation
and execution of national sscurity policy. ..

2. By definition, 21l items in this listing are deemsed to De critical na-
“tional intelligence factors requiring priority attenticn and effort. Dis~
tinction is made, howsaver, between three levels ol priority williin the
genseral priority category. Order of listing within these three groups
is a matter of convenience in presentetion and has ng significance with
respect to the relative priority of specific items within the group.

3. In order to afford = stable basis for intelligence pianning, this direc-
tive is designed to remain valid over an extended parfod. It will be re-
viewed annually, or cn the request of any member of the JAC. It is
"L‘r'na'ﬂ'l”nrv f‘h’:" nrrrnnf' intorim rol}a\vr-manfc hask:Aigi] aTizo \'Dr_lulpﬂg f.u:'{ han
treatmeut and 'ne.z: the criter:a on wn:ich the tollowing pricritics are
established shall remzin under continuing review. Thnese criteria were
issued in IAC-D-50/7, 16 August 1955, and define caiegories of priority

_ as foilows:

a. First Pricrity Intelligence Objectives are those which will pers mt
the US: (1) to anticipate and counter these policies or 2ctions of foreign
states which would cceasion gravest conssquences to the US; and (2) to
stimulate policies or actions of foreigm states (or actions within ’(.hem)
which could occasion greatest benefit to the US.

b. Second Priority Intelligence Objectives are those which wilt permd: ‘

" the US: (1) to anticipate 2nd ccunter those policies or actions of foreign. .
states which would have serious consequences for-the US; and (2) to
stimulate policies or actions of foreign states (or actions within them)
which could occasion great benefit to the US. -
¢. Third Priority Intelligence Objectives are those which will p°rm1t
the US: (1) to anticipate and counter those policies or actions of foreign
states which would have hdarmful ccnsequences to the US; and (2) to
‘stimulate policies or actions of foreign states (or actions mthm them})
which could cccasion substantial benefits to the US. :

4. DCID 4/4 is hereby rescinded.! - .
t DCID 4/4, “Priority List of Critical National Intelligence Object.ves ' was rs3ued
14 December 195¢.
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