NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL INTELLICENCE DINECTIVE NO. 12
AVOIDANCE OF PUSLICITY CONCERNING THE IMTELUGENCE
AGENCIES OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT

(Approved 1/6/50; RESTRICTID)

Pursvent {o the plO isions of Scctions 101 and 102 of the National
Sccurity 2ct of 1947, as arucnded, and in accordancs with Seclici: 7 of
KSC 00, © ihe Kational Seevrily Councii hereby authorizes and dircets
that the following policy be established, since d.I)V publicily, factuel or
fictional, concerning nloliicence is potentiaily detrimentai to the cfce-
tiveness ol an inteilimence activity and to the nationsl securily:

1. A1 dcp:: canents and f't‘:]"'Ca 1mnex‘cntcd by mcmbcr*‘«hip on the
Intelligence Advisery Comamiiice shall take steps to prevent the uncu-
thorized diszlorure for wiiticn ov oval p o‘x:-v.-. e of auy inforinniion
concerning intcelligence or intzliizence nctivities. The head of cach

- depz riment cor ageney will determine his channel for granting cuch

authorizalion asinay be ricesssar .

2. The sense of the ‘Jo'f1 airective shali e communicaled to all oller
exceuddve depariments aad egencies as an expression of policy of the
Natiozal Sceurity Council. =2

3. In cazos where the disclosure of clzssified information is scurht
from- the Director of Ceniral Tnicllizence, and 1.0 has doubt as 1o
wheiher he shouid eomply, e question will be referred (o the Wational
Sccurity Cournicil,
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