NATIONAL SECURITY COUINC:L iNTELLIGENCE
’ DiRECTIVE NO. &°

© COMJUNICATIONS INTELLIGEINCE AND ELECTRONICS
INTELLICENCE
(Efficetive 15 Soptemizzr 1932)
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1. Communications Intellizence (COMINT, znd Elcctronizs Intelli
- pence (ELINT) &nd Lhie aotivilies pertzlimng tnerzin (as defined in para-
grapi 3 ¢f this dircelive) ave nalional rezrontizlities whese Imporlance
to natiznal sceurity requires an erpamzetion and mensgonent which
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. . Ing departments and uzencies itimale royuiremicnts Jor
foreign inteliizence refut
of the departiients and agencies cencerne:d;
. b. Provide for efiicicncy and czonomy in tke usc of (echnical re-
sources; and :
: : ¢. Ensure the necessary dogres of protestion.
Thereforr, pursuant (o the Naliona Sceurity
the National Sceurity Coweii avih:

ERa CNNITNT Aantivilinme oof $1ha T00 2 &
el o "

Setwsst A ML Tevinas wa besn Vredentw o

ing to tine navenz! szcurity, inciuding thosz2

ecetivitics, shall Lo conducted ws preserikbsd hevern, COMINT 2nd
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. COMINT activitics st
‘produce COMINT by ¢
mutications passed by radio, wive. or eibwer ¢ic
gpecitic exeopiion stated bricw, and by the ;
crypted communications, however tranzmitict.  Interceplion comprisas

Precezsing comjrises rarge
. estimation, transmitier operator identitication, signal anadysia, tralie
- . salvsis, eryptanalysis, deervption. study of plnin text, the fusion of

these processes, amld the reporting of results. .
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serein shall not include

COMINT and COMIRT activitics as defined .
{ nnuanica-

() any i:]lC;'CC.‘[)v and processing of uncuerypled \':ri'..L':n cot
tions, preas ond proprganda Lroadensts, or (b) censership. .

ELINT zctivitios ave defined as the collection (obcervation and vecorvd-
ing), and the technical procerssing for subscquent inteliizonce purnaoscs,
of information derived fremt foraon, non-comniunicalicns, clc:c:ro:'n:'g-
nelic rodiztions ecmanating from cilier than atomic defonation or r;‘:c‘fxo-
active zources. ELINT is the technical and inteligence-infermaticn

product of ZLINT cciivilies. I
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL INTELLIGENCE
DIRECTIVE NO. 6!

COMMUNICATIONS INTELLIGENCE AND ELECTRONICS
INTELLIGENCE

(Effective 15 September 1958)

1. Communications Intelligence (COMINT) and Electronics Intelligence (ELINT) and the
activities pertaining thereto (as defined in paragraph 3 of this directive) are national responsibilities
whose importance to national security requires an organization and management which will:

a. Exploit to the maximum the available resources in all participat-
ing departments and agencies to satisfy legitimate requirements for
foreign intelligence relating to the national security, including those
of the departments and agencies concerned;

b. Provide for efficiency and economy in the use of technical re-
sources; and

c. Ensure the necessary degree of protection.

Therefore, pursuant to the National Security Act of 1947, as amended,

the National Security Council authorizes and directs that COMINT and
the COMINT activities of the United States, as well as ELINT and ELINT
activities, shall be conducted as prescribed herein. COMINT and ELINT
and their associated activities shall be treated as being within the frame-
work of general intelligence activities except as otherwise established
under this directive

3. Definitions

For the purpose of this directive, the terms "Communications Intelli-
gence” or "COMINT" shall be construed to mean technical and intelli-
gence information derived from foreign communications by other than
the indended recipients.

COMINT activities shall be construed to mean those activities which
produce COMINT by the interception and processing of foreign com-
munications passed by radio, wire, or other electromagnetic means, with
specific exception stated below, and by the processing of foreign en-
crypted communications, however transmitted. Interception comprises
search, intercept, and direction finding. Processing comprises range
estimation, transmitter operator identification, signal analysis, traffic
analysis, cryptanalysis, decryption, study of plain text, the fusion of
these processes, and the reporting of results.

IThis Directive supercedes NSCID No. 9 revised 29 December 1952, and NSCID
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COMINT and COMINT activities as defined herein shall not include
(a) any intercept and processing of unencrypted written communica-
tions, press and propaganda broadcasts, or {(b) censorship.

ELINT activities are defined as the collection (observation and recor-
ding), and the technical processing for subsequent intelligence purposes,
of information derived from foreign, non-communications, electromag-
netic radiations emanating from other than atomic detonation or radio-
active sources. ELINT is the technical and intelligence-information
product of ELINT activities.



