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PRIORITY NATIONAL INTELLIGEINCE OBJECTIVES

(30 October 1958/

1. Pursuant to National Security Council Intelligence Direclive No. 4,
parzgraph 2, the {ollowing list of priority national intellizence objectives
is estzblished as a guida for the coordination of intelligence cellection and
production in response to requirements relatma to the { ormu:atlon and
execution cf nationzl security policy. .

2. By definiticn, 2ll items in this listing are deemed to be crifical
nationzal intelligence factors requiring prierity attention and efiort.
‘Distinction is made, however, betwesn three levels of priority withinn the -
general priority category. Crder of listing within these thiree groups js
a matter of convenience in presentation and has no significdnce with
respect to the relative priority of specific ifems within ihe group.

3. In order to afford a stable basis for intelligence planning, this dircc-
tive is designed to remain valid over an extended pericd. Jt will he
reviewed annually, or on the request of any member of the TAC. 1t is
recognized that urgent interim requirements meay arise recuiring ad hoc
treatment, and that the criteria on which the following priorities are
established shall remain under continuing review. These criteria were -
issued in IAC-D-30/17, 16 August 1955, and define categor: es of priority

"as follows: .
a. First Priority Intelligence Objectives are those whichi will permit -

the US: (1) to anticipate and counter those policies or actions of for-

eign states which would occasion gravest consequences to the US; and

(2) to stimulate policies or actions of foreign states (or actions within

them) which could occasion greatest beneiit to the US.

b. Second Priority Intelligence Objectives are those which will per-
mit the US: (1) te anticipate and counter those policics or actions
of foreign states which would have serious consequences fcr the US;
and (2) to stimmulate policies or actions of foreign states {or actxons
within them) which could occasion great benetfit to the US. -

c. Third Pricrity Intellizence Objectives are those which will per-
mit the US: (1) to anticipate and counter those policies or actiong
of foreign states which would have harmful consequences to the US;
and (2) to stimulate policies or actions of foreign states (or actions
within them) which could occasion substantial benefits to the US.

4. DCID 4/5 is hereby rescinded.?

3PCID 4/5, “Priority National Intelligence Objectives,” was issued 18 October
1955, raplaclng DCID 4/4, “Priority List of Critical Natlonal Intellizence Cbjec-~
tives,” which had been issued on 14 December 1954. .
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