h

Februzry 17, 1970 ——_
b ‘ . L] - . o
-\ .
Hatfonal Sccurity Decisinn Memorandum 40 t D-10
T0: The Sccretary of State L ; ' - .

. The Sccretary of Defense
The Dircctor of Cenzral Inteclligence

SUBJECT: Responsibility for the Conduct, éupcrvision and
‘ Coordination of Covert Action Operations
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I have determined that it is esscntial to the defense and security
of the United States and its effeorts for world peace that the
overt foreign activities of the U.S. Governzment continue to be
supplencated ty covert action operations. -
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By covert action operations I wean those activities which, although
designed to further official U.S. programs and policies abroad, are
so placned and executed that the hand of the U.S. Government is znct
apparent to una.ut:hs:r:.zerx personse. ’

The covert actions of the U. S. Gove~.~en~ abroad shall be subject -

to coordination and control by the Directer of Central Intelligence.

All such covert action operaticas, unless otherwise specifically

assigned by the President, shall be carried out by the"Central
Intelligence Agency. The Director of Central Intelligence shall be
responsible for assuring that covert ‘acticn operations are planzed

and conducted in a manner consistent with U.S. fercign and military
policies, and for consulting with and obtaining appropriate coordi-

nation from any other interested agen-ies or officers on a nceé -to-

.know basis. The Director of Central Intclllgcncc shall obta .
policy approval for all major and/or politically sensitive coveft

action programs. through The 40 Committee. ) i
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The 40 Committec as presently comstituted consists of the Assistant
,- to the President for Matjonal Security Affairs as Chaimman, the )
+ Attorney Cencral, the Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs,
the Deputy Sceretary of Defense, and the Director of Central
Intelligence.
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. The Dircctor of Central Tntelligence will be responsible for insuring
“an annual review by The 40 Cowmitlee uf all covert actien programs
previously approved.




Also stbjcet to The 40 Committee's policy review and speciflc
operatianzl =ission approval are the follewing programs crigina-
ting fa the Departmeat of Dcicasc: the moathly Joint Recennals-

saace Cencer Schedule, o e o .

Furthermore, any proposals for covert activities ‘or operations

froa zgencies oot represented cu The 40 Comeittee shall te
subject to that comsitiee's approval uanless otherwise directed
by the President. . : :

Covert ac.iou operaticns shall inclnde any type of actzvzty
necessaty €o earry out approved purposes except that they will
not includa ar=ed conflict by regular military forces er cover
erd decepsios for active u;lltary cperablons by :hc_ahued for rces
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of :he Uziced Scates. ) - LT e vt
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Ihzs dzrec:.?e supersedes and rescznds NSC 5412/2. -

cc; The Attorney Ceneral ) ;
. The Assistant to the President . T
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