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NATIONAL SECURITY CCUNCIL INTELUIGENCE
DK;?E TH™Vz NO. 6°

(Effcctive 17 Tebrvany 1972

h comprises Communications [atelligence
(ELINT), znd the activitics pertain-
25 ::n.l szt b so orzanized and managed

Sigaals Intettivence (SICINT), +
(COMINT) 2nd Eleztron:
ing thercto are o
as Lo explsit to the =5l resouzces of 'E.: CO‘ crnmeant, 1o satisly
the mtelligence needs of the Nationzi Sca d the duepartments and
agencics of the Coverninent, and o wrovif'c “for Cu..CXC’TC) and cconomy in thz
use of technica! resousces. Therelore, pumssuant o the National  Security Act of
19147, as amendzd, the Naticnal Secudity Coun“l authorizes and dircets that
SIGINT actvitics shall be conductad as prescribed herein.
. 1. Dcfinitions
For the p...:,csc'of this directve, the terms "Communications Intellizence”™ or
“COMINT"™ shail be censtrued 9 micaa teennicel and intelligence information
derived from fere g‘x communications by other than the inte ndcd recipients.

Inum the avad!

COMINT activities shail be consued to mean those actvitics that produce
COMINT by thz cction and precessing of foreizn communications passed by
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radio, wire or OJ‘* r elsctromammetic mizans, with spccific excentions statad belaw,

2nd by the processing ¢f forcicn encnpied communicatisns, however transmitted.
.Caollection comprises seasch, iatercept aad dizection finding. Procsssing com-
przs\_s range estimztion, transimitier/operatsr identification, signal zaalysis, tratfic

nalysis, cryptanalysis, dearypiian, study of pleia tea, the fuszoa of these procassss,

and the reporting of rosuls.

COMINT and COMINT uctjv:i:i:s as dzfined hereia shzall not include (o) any
ntcreept and processing of unencryried writisn communicatisns, press and
propaganda broadcasts, o (b) ceasorsivo. ’ -

and the processing fer su bsccvc.u intcliizence purposes, of information derived
from forciza, non-cemmunications, clectromagnetie radintions emanating from
otlicr than atomis detenstion or redivactive sources. ELINT is the tc\;umc.ﬂ. and

intelligence information u:'oduc: of ELINT activities,

ELINT aci: 1:::5 are defined as the collecticn (observation and recording).

2. The Dircctor of Centrs! In: stellicenée ' - .
Cousisteat with his responsibilitics 2s set forth in NSCID Nos. 1, 2 and S,
__the Director of Central Inteliizence shall:

REMAINDER OF DCCUMENT EXEMPT FROM DISCLCSURE.
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL INTELLIGENCE
DIRECTIVE NO. 6

SIGNALS INTELLIGENCE

(Effective 17 February 1972)

Signals Intelligence (SIGINT), which comprises Communications
Intelligence (COMINT) and Electronics [nteiligence (ELINT), and the activities
pertaining thereto are national priorities and must be so organized and managed as
to exploit to the maximum the available resources of the Government, to satisfy the
intelligence needs of the National Security Council and the departments and
agencies of the Government, and to provide for efficiency and economy in the use of
technical resources. Therefore, pursuant to the National Security Act of 1947, as
amended, the National Security Council authorizes and directs that SIGINT
activities shall be conducted as prescribed herein.

L. Definitions

For the purpose of this directive, the terms "Communications Intelligence" or
"COMINT" shall be construed to mean technical and intelligence information
derived from foreign communications by other than the intended recipients.

COMINT activities shall be construed to mean those activities that produce
COMINT by the collection and processing of foreign communications passed by
radio, wire or other electromagnetic means, with specific exceptions stated below,
and by the processing of foreign encrypted communications, however transmitted.
Collection comprises search, intercept and direction finding. Processing comprises
range estimation, transmitter/operator identification, signal analysis, traffic analysis,
cryptanalysis, decryption, study of plain text, the fusion of these processes, and the
reporting of results.

COMINT and COMINT activities as defined herein shall not include (a) any
intercept and processing of unencrypted written communications, press and
propaganda broadcasts, or (b) censorship.

ELINT activities are defined as the collection (observation and recording),
and the processing for subsequent intelligence purposes, of information derived
from foreign, non-communications, electromagnetic radiations emanating from
other than atomic detonaticn or radioactive sources. ELINT is the technical and
intelligence information product of ELINT activities.

2. The Director of Central Intelligence

Consistent with his responsibilities as set forth in NSCID Nos. 1, 2, and 3, the
Director of Central Intelligence shall:



