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ANNEX A

CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING

PRIORITY NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE CBJECTIVES

1. Priority National Inteiligzence Objectives should be direcily rclated
to the intelligence reguired in the formulation and exccution of national
security policy. They should flow directly from the intcliigence mission
as set forti by the NSC and are theresiore merely more deiailed specifica-
tions of the intelligence required to fulfll that missioni. They shouid
provide the basis for determining appropriate research aad collection
requirernents. , ‘

2. Most of the inteilizeapce required in the formulation and exe cuiio*z
of national security policy will be the product of normal intelligence col-
lection and reszarch. Priority National Intelligence Objeciives should.
be limited to those critical factors which require special altention and
effort. ' : :

3. In order to afford a stable basis for intelligence planning, & state~ -
ment of Priority National Intelligence Objectives should be designied to.
remain valid over an extended period. It should therejore exclude ¢ opic.,-
of urgent, but transitory, interest, which will requue and 1ecezve &ad hoe

treatment m any case.

4. Broad generalities are of little practical use as priority guidance {o
collection and research. Priority National Intelligence Objectives shiould
therefore be specific enough to provide guidance for plaizing the alloca-~
tion of collection and research rescurces, but no$ so specific as to consti-
tute in themselves research and collection requirements.

‘5. Although all items in a statement of Priority National Intc,]h?ence ’
Obectives should be worthy of special attention, if is obvious that some
will be of greater urgency or importance than ofhers. Auy listing of
such objectives must be based on an analysis of the world situatiorc and
US security interests and should be reviewed annually. :

The following criteria will serve as guidance for determining the xclative
importance of Priority National Intelligence Objectives.

1. First Pricrity Intelligence Objectives are those which Will pcra
mit the US: (a) to anticipate and counter {hose policies or
actions of foreign states which would occasion gravest conse-
quences to the US; and (b) to stimulate policies or a2ctions of
foreign states (or actions within thera) which coulcl occasion
greatest benefit to the US.
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Second Priority Inteuizeﬂce» Objectives are those which will
permit the US: (2) to unticinpate and counter thuse policies o
actions of foreign states which would have serious consequences
for the US; and (b) to stimulate policies or actions of forcign.
states (or actions within them) whicnn could occasionn great
benefit to the US.

Third Pricrity Intelligence Objectives are those which will per-
mit the U3: (2) to 'vntxcm‘.».\. and counter those policies or
actions of foreign states which would have barmful conse-
quences to the US; and (b) to stimulate policies or actions of
foreign states (or actions within them) which cowld occasion
substantial benefits to the US.
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